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Tracking progress toward milestone goals

Katrina Kessler, P.E. |Assistant Commissioner

Minnesota’s Nutrient Reduction Strategy

River condition, trends ‐ phosphorus 

Highest phosphorus 
in west & south

P concentrations decreasing
or non‐significant trend

Trend methods correct 
for river flow variability
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River condition, trends ‐ nitrate 

Highest nitrate in 
southern MN

Nitrate increasing or 
no significant trend

Trend methods correct for 
river flow variability

Phosphorus Nitrogen

Wastewater nutrient discharges

>70% reduction

2000‐2018
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Tracking BMP adoption, Government Programs Statewide

Tracking BMP adoption, Government programs 
(HUC8  watershed scale)
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Tracking BMP adoption, government programs 
(HUC12 subwatershed scale)

Cottonwood 
Watershed
2013‐18 BMP #s

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/
healthier‐watersheds

Five‐year Progress Evaluation – Spring 2020

Update & 
republish

Mississippi River

1. Are NRS strategies/programs in place? 
2. How much progress with BMP adoption?
3. Can we see improvements in water?
4. Next steps for 2020‐25?
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Thank You!

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/nutrient‐reduction‐strategy

9


